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NGAC 
The National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) is a Federal Advisory 

Committee sponsored by the Department of the Interior under the Federal 

Advisory Committee Act (FACA). NGAC reports to Chair of the Federal 

Geographic Data Committee (Sec. of the Interior or his/her designee).  
 

The scope and objectives of the NGAC are described in the NGAC Charter:  

“The Committee will provide advice and recommendations related to 

management of Federal and national geospatial programs, the development 

of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure, and the implementation of OMB 

Circular A-16 and Executive Order 12906.  
 

The Committee will review and comment upon geospatial policy and 

management issues and will provide a forum to convey views 

representative of non-federal stakeholders in the geospatial community.” 
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The Landsat Advisory Group (LAG)  

is a subcommittee of the NGAC 
 

LAG Membership (below): 

Name Organization 

Kass Green (Subcommittee chair) Kass Green & Associates 

John Copple Sanborn Map Company 

Dave Cowen (NGAC Chair) University of South Carolina 

Joanne Gabrynowicz University of Mississippi 

Rick Landenberger AmericaView 

Roger Mitchell (Subcommittee co-chair) MDA Federal 

Rebecca Moore Google 

Tony Spicci State of Missouri 

Corry Springer Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp. 

Darrel Williams Global Science & Technology, Inc. 

Tony Willardson Western States Water Council 
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2012 Direction from DOI 
 

The NGAC Landsat Advisory Group (LAG) will provide advice to 

the Federal Government, through the NGAC, on the requirements, 

objectives and actions of the Landsat Program as they apply to 

continued delivery of societal benefits for the Nation and the 

global Earth observation community.  The LAG is requested to 

provide advice and recommendations on Landsat-related issues 

for consideration by the NGAC. 

 

     Two tasks were completed last year: 

1. Provide advice on whether or not the US government should 

charge for Landsat data. 

2. Provide advice concerning the economic benefits of Landsat 

data. 
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Produced Two White Papers 



6 

LAG’s 2013 Assignment 
FGDC Guidance to NGAC: Landsat Study Questions 

 
1) Product Improvement:  Review current and future Landsat data and 

information product specifications, and advise USGS on potential means of 

modifying the current products to make them more useful to commercial 

information providers and value-added analysts. 

2) Cloud: Recommend potential new approaches to data management and 

distribution (e.g., means to “bring algorithms to the data”, rather than “bring data to 

algorithms”; and use of “the cloud” and other new technology developments).   

3) Industry benefits:  Review and document the benefits to Industry of the U.S. 

Government continuing to build and operate future Landsat systems.  

4) Foreign partnerships: Review and make recommendations regarding 

partnership opportunities with existing commercial or foreign missions to 

maintain and augment DOI/USGS land imaging capability. 

5) New applications: Based on L8 improvements, in collaboration with the 

Landsat Science Team, identify potential new applications of image data. 

6) NRC Report: Review and comment on the National Research Council report 

on implementing a sustained Land Imaging Program. 
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Landsat Study Questions –  
LAG Prioritization (by poll)  

Because of the expansive nature of the Study Questions, LAG 

members prioritized them differently than USGS: 5, 1, 3, 4, 2 (and 6) 

1) Product Improvement: Lead: Peter Becker. Members:  Tony Spicci, 

Roger Mitchell 

2) Cloud: Lead: Darrel Williams. Members: Peter Becker (ESRI), Tony 

Willardson (Western States Water Council), Rebecca Moore (Google) 

3) Industry benefits: Lead:  Corey Springer. Members: Darrel Williams, 

Kass Green, Rebecca Moore 

4) Foreign partnerships: Lead: John Copple. Members: Darrel Williams, 

Corey Springer,  Joanne Gabrynowicz   

5) New applications: Lead: Tony Spicci. Members: John Copple,  Roger 

Mitchell, Tony Spicci 

6) NRC Report: 1st had to wait on report delivery; Lead: Dave Cowen 

Outcome to be brief white papers like the two that LAG generated last year 

for “Economic Value” and “Don’t Go Back to Charging for Data”  
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Landsat Study Questions –  
Status Update  

LAG appears to be overwhelmed by the assignment – progress has 

been very slow.  

1) Product Improvement: ??? 

2) Cloud: Draft report written and circulated for internal review. 

3) Industry benefits: One telecon held. 

4) Foreign partnerships: No action to best of my knowledge. 

5) New applications: Perhaps waiting for results from Sci Team? 

6) NRC Report: Draft report written and submitted for LAG review. 

 

Goal was to provide drafts for all 6 items in advance of next NGAC 

meeting  projected for Dec. 2013? 


